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April 12, 2004

Dear G-P Gypsum Customer:

G-P Gypsum has decided to discontinue manufacturing and selling paper faced exterior gypsum sheathing. The purpose of this communication is to share the rationale for this decision. 

Paper faced gypsum sheathing has served the marketplace for many years. It has provided much needed fire resistance for many commercial and residential applications. However this product also has significant limitations, especially when it comes to its reaction to moisture. If a building project with paper face sheathing has wet weather or significant humidity during the time the product is exposed, there can be negative consequences. In some cases, paper face sheathing can become so saturated that it must be removed. If the product becomes wet during the construction phase, and is then “closed in” without drying, problems can occur down the line. Due to the paper on the face and back, this product can provide a ready environment for mold to grow.

With technology changing, paper face sheathing can be replaced with options that better resist moisture and mold, and still provide strong levels of fire resistance.  The products that our company, G-P Gypsum manufactures are well known as DensGuard. This family of products includes Dens Glass Gold; a very familiar yellow-gold fiberglass faced sheathing that has been solidly embraced by the commercial marketplace over the last 20 years. We are now offering a residential counterpart, based on the same technology. It is called Dens Glass Silver. The technology behind these products has been thoroughly tested, both in the lab and on the job. The performance speaks for itself. We feel these products simply offer far better value to the builder, and greater assurance to the homeowner or building owner.

At G-P Gypsum, we want to be sure that we always provide quality products that will exceed industry expectations.  We don’t want any customer, contractor, builder or building owner to have concerns about the performance of our products. Paper face sheathing no longer meets those standards.

We trust that our decision doesn’t unduly inconvenience you, and that you understand the reasons for our change. If you have questions or comments, please feel free to call us.
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Sincerely, 

Dave Fleiner

President 

